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I. COMPETITION OVERVIEW 

 

The 2026 Pre-Summer Challenge will be conducted in accordance with the rules and regulations 

of U.S. Figure Skating, as set forth in the current rulebook, and/or current Compete USA handbook 

as well as any pertinent updates that have been posted on the U.S. Figure Skating website. 

 

This competition is open to all eligible, restricted, reinstated or readmitted persons as defined by 

the Eligibility Rules.  

 

Skaters must be a currently registered member of a U.S. Figure Skating member club, Learn to 

Skate USA® member, or an individual member in accordance with the current rulebook. For non-

U.S. citizens, please refer to the rulebook for more information. 

 

II. ELIGIBILITY 

 

ELIGIBILITY & TEAM FORMATION  

 

Compete USA Events 

Skaters must meet the minimum test requirements for the event’s level, but not exceed the 

maximum permissible test requirement. 

 

High School & Middle School Team Events 

 

All skaters must be enrolled as a full-time student as defined by the institution that they 

attend, grades 9-12 (High School) or grades 6-8 (Middle School), as per state guidelines. This 

includes traditional, online, and home-schooled students.  

 

A minimum of two (2) skaters is required to form a team. Team members may include 

skaters of any gender. Skaters do not have to be at the same test or competitive level. Athletes 

may compete either for the high school they are attending, or as a high school collaborative, 

defined as follows:  

 

• Athletes from a single school, representing that school, OR  

• Athletes representing two or more area high schools combining to form a team.  

 
TEAM REPRESENTATION  

 

Competitors may not represent more than ONE high school skating team at one time. 

 

TEAM MANEUVER EVENTS 

 

Athletes may “skate up” one level but they may not compete on a team at a lower level than the 

highest Singles test they have passed. 

 

 

https://www.usfigureskating.org/about/rules
https://www.usfigureskating.org/skate/compete/compete-usa
https://www.usfigureskating.org/members-only/members/technical-notifications
https://www.usfigureskating.org/about/rules
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ARTISTIC FREE SKATE EVENTS 

 

Level will be determined by the highest singles test passed. Skaters may compete at the highest 

level they have passed, or “skate up” up to one level higher, BUT not both levels in the same 

event during the same competition.  

 

 

EVENTS OFFERED: 

 

● U.S. Figure Skating Program Requirements: usfigureskating.org --> Skate --> 

Compete --> Program Requirements  

● Compete USA Program Requirements: learntoskateusa.com/competeusa  

● Skate United: For any Skate United (S.U.) Athlete, please have them register for their 

appropriate level under the “standard” option. Once the registration is complete, the 

following form must be submitted to the competition chair via email at 

gregm@thegardensicehouse.com. 

o Click here for the Skate United Athlete Form.  

● Skating Accommodation Memorandum (S.A.M.): Skaters using a S.A.M. must submit 

their S.A.M. to the competition chair via email at gregm@thegardensicehouse.com. 

o Click here for more information about S.A.Ms. 

 
COMPETE USA EVENTS JUDGING 1st Event Price 2nd Event Price 

Snowplow Sam-Basic 6 Program w/ Music  6.0 $68 $33 

Aspire 1–4 Program w/ Music 6.0 $68 $33 

Well-Balanced Free Skate Program (Pre-Preliminary, Preliminary) 6.0 $68 $33 

Excel (Pre-Preliminary, Preliminary, Preliminary Plus)  6.0 $68 $33 

Adult 1–6 Program w/ Music 6.0 $68 $33 

Adult Beginner – Bronze Freeskate Program w/ Music 6.0 $68 $33 

Snowplow Sam–Basic 6 Elements 6.0 $68 $33 

Aspire 1–4 Compulsory 6.0 $68 $33 

Adult 1–6 Compulsory Moves 6.0 $68 $33 

Compete USA–Spin Challenge (1–4) 6.0 $68 $33 

Compete USA–Jump Challenge (1–4) 6.0 $68 $33 

Compete USA–Compulsory Moves Level 1–4 6.0 $68 $33 

Showcase Events (Emotional, Character, Comedic, & Lyrical) 6.0 $68 $33 

Interpretive Events 6.0 $68 $33 

Solo Dance Events 6.0 $68 $33 

Special Olympics 6.0 $68 $33 

TEAM EVENTS JUDGING 
1st Event Price 

per Team 

Additional 

Cost per skater 

Team Compulsory Challenge 6.0 $80 $5 

Showcase Events (Duets/Trios, Mini Production Ensembles) 6.0 $68 $5 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.usfigureskating.org/program-requirements
https://www.usfigureskating.org/program-requirements
https://learntoskateusa.com/CompeteUSA
mailto:gregm@thegardensicehouse.com
https://www.usfigureskating.org/sites/default/files/media-files/Skate%20United%20Athlete%20Form.pdf
mailto:gregm@thegardensicehouse.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usfigureskating.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fmedia-files%2FSkating%2520Accommodation%2520Memorandum.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmromeo%40usfigureskating.org%7C3cc83a9cc5fe4793eed608dcb8b4bc42%7C964257e804cb48ecab7c63de46e7cfd4%7C0%7C0%7C638588334801444507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EXBuFL%2BUcKKwOCFakjDwLlJHe%2B%2B00bz7MKmDrGH89Lc%3D&reserved=0
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM MANEUVERS JUDGING 

1st Event 

Price per 

Team 

Additional Cost 

per skater 

Level A Team Maneuvers 6.0 $95 $5 

Level B Team Maneuvers 6.0 $95 $5 

Level C Team Maneuvers 6.0 $95 $5 

Level D Team Maneuvers 6.0 $95 $5 

HIGH SCHOOL TEAM MANEUVERS JUDGING 

1st Event 

Price per 

Team 

Additional Cost 

per skater 

Level A Team Maneuvers 6.0 $95 $5 

Level B Team Maneuvers 6.0 $95 $5 

Level C Team Maneuvers 6.0 $95 $5 

Level D Team Maneuvers 6.0 $95 $5 

ARTISTIC FREE SKATE 
JUDGING 

1st Event 

Price 

2nd Event Price 

Artistic Free Skate 6.0 $68 N/A 

 
OUR COMMUNITY: 

 

U.S. Figure Skating is dedicated to fostering a culture of belonging and community that is 

welcoming for all individuals. We are committed to championing diversity, equity and inclusion 

and understand its value in combating discrimination and challenging inequalities necessary to 

develop champions both on and off the ice. We are actively working toward developing 

equitable practices and policies that foster safety and empower all individuals to authentically 

pursue their unique path in all areas of our sport. We stand firmly on the belief that our members 

are the most important asset to our organization and that our differences are meaningful and 

strengthen our sport. We believe that skating is for everyone. 

 

 

NON-DISCRIMINATION:  

 

U.S. Figure Skating commits in policy, principle and practice to sustain a non-discriminatory 

approach on and off the ice for all members. We strive to provide equal opportunity for all 

despite their varied backgrounds, experiences and identities, and want all members to feel valued 

and respected at every level of organization. U.S. Figure Skating’s SkateSafe® Program 

receives, investigates and addresses allegations of discrimination or harassment throughout its 

membership and the organization. Please refer to the SkateSafe® Program Handbook for further 

definition of harassment, discrimination and abuse. 

  

By attending this event, all participants are willingly committing to upholding U.S. Figure 

Skating’s Code of Ethics (GR 1.01) and Code of Conduct (GR 1.02), as detailed within the U.S. 

Figure Skating Rulebook. 

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usfigureskating.org%2Fskatesafe&data=05%7C01%7Ckhenneman%40usfigureskating.org%7C3d46996269404c60c77408db2af61421%7C964257e804cb48ecab7c63de46e7cfd4%7C0%7C0%7C638151008614852312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dxq4uo%2BKBJRf8oE0YjduTi0FzQaQ8AHfQHJ5lBvulaQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usfigureskating.org%2Fabout%2Frules&data=05%7C01%7Ckhenneman%40usfigureskating.org%7C3d46996269404c60c77408db2af61421%7C964257e804cb48ecab7c63de46e7cfd4%7C0%7C0%7C638151008614852312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kRhLoR9DIBqmdPGj5KWYkXC1on1g7YF1yB5kYrXtcH0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usfigureskating.org%2Fabout%2Frules&data=05%7C01%7Ckhenneman%40usfigureskating.org%7C3d46996269404c60c77408db2af61421%7C964257e804cb48ecab7c63de46e7cfd4%7C0%7C0%7C638151008614852312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kRhLoR9DIBqmdPGj5KWYkXC1on1g7YF1yB5kYrXtcH0%3D&reserved=0
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To report a concern of discrimination or harassment to U.S. Figure Skating, please 

visit www.USFigureSkating.org/SkateSafe or email SkateSafe@USFigureSkating.org. 

 

ATHLETE ASSISTANCE/ACCOMMODATIONS:  

 

Should a skater with disabilities require any specific accommodations or assistance for their 

competitive event, please submit your approved S.A.M to the Competition Chair by the 

registration deadline at gregm@thegardensicehouse.com. 

 

COMPLIANCE: 

 

COACHES 

 

To be an eligible coach at a nonqualifying competition, coaches must meet the applicable 

compliance requirements and verified by U.S. Figure Skating. Coach compliance falls into two 

categories, Coach Compliance (includes choreographers) and Learn to Skate USA® Instructor 

Compliance. Details regarding compliance requirements can be found in Members Only, click the 

blue “COACH” button. All compliance requirements must be met at the time of check-in to access 

the competition, no exceptions. 

 

Coaches of foreign athletes: If you are a coach of a foreign athlete only, you are not subject to U.S. 

Figure Skating coach compliance and will only be asked to provide a letter of good standing for 

the federation your athlete represents. 

 

TEAM SERVICE PERSONNEL  

 

Teams are permitted a maximum of two team service personnel. Team service personnel must 

have a current U.S. Figure Skating or Learn to Skate USA® membership, a green lighted 

background check and completed SafeSport™ Training. All compliance requirements must be met 

at the time of check-in to access the competition, no exceptions. Team service personnel is defined 

as those indicated as a team manager and/or team service personnel planning to attend the 

competition with the team.  

 

MANDATORY ATHLETES 

 

Athletes age 18+ as of the competition start date who will be competing on a team (i.e., synchro, 

ice dance, pairs, shadow dance, theatre, etc.) with at least one Minor Athlete must complete 

SafeSport™ Training.  

 

Minor athletes who turn 18 mid-season are encouraged to seek parental consent to take the online 

SafeSport™ Training early to avoid any disruptions in their ability to participate as the training is 

required upon turning 18. The athlete will not be compliant until they have completed the training 

and their Members Only portal reflects completion. Please email skatesafe@usfigureskating.org 

for instructions or questions regarding parental consent.  

 

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usfigureskating.org%2FSkateSafe&data=05%7C01%7Ckhenneman%40usfigureskating.org%7C3d46996269404c60c77408db2af61421%7C964257e804cb48ecab7c63de46e7cfd4%7C0%7C0%7C638151008614852312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=laQ2mj%2FodL4soL5DIrbU%2BfkPbZpEGCVeyYRgE82gQ0U%3D&reserved=0
mailto:SkateSafe@USFigureSkating.org
mailto:gregm@thegardensicehouse.com
https://www.usfigureskating.org/support/coach/coach-compliance
mailto:skatesafe@usfigureskating.org
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III. REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

 

Visit www.entryeeze.com to register.   

 

Deadline Date:   Entry deadline is May 8th, 2026.  There will be no refunds after the close of 

entries except events canceled by the Local Organizing Committee (rule #3235).    

 

Late entries may be accepted at the discretion of the competition committee and may 

require an additional $30.00 late fee.  We reserve the right to combine groups when applicable 

and limit the number of entries on a first come, first served basis.  Single entrants will be judged 

against the test standard. Walk in registration will not be accepted.  Refunds will not be issued 

due to weather conditions. 

 

Payment: Visa and MasterCard accepted  

 

Entry Fees: $68.00 first event  

  $33.00 second event 

  $80.00 Team compulsory events, plus $5 per skater 

  $95.00 High School and Middle School Team event, plus $5 per skater 

 

Please Note: There will also be a $30.00 change of event fee if you need to alter your event after 

the close of entries. 

 

Applications may NOT be mailed. All entries must be made through our competition page at 

www.entryeeze.com.  

 

MUSIC SUBMISSION/UPLOAD: 

 

Music must be uploaded via Entryeeze 1 week prior to the competition. It is the responsibility of 

the skater to have a backup CD in your possession. Competition officials are not responsible for 

the condition of your CD. 

 

All music must meet the following criteria. If you have questions about what format you have, 

please contact your coach and get a new version of your music that meets the criteria listed 

below. 

 

MUSIC CRITERIA: 

• File Format: MP3  

• Bit Rate: 192 kbps or higher and Sample Rate: 44,100 kHz  

o This will be verified by the music chair and they may request you upload a 

corrected file. 

• Leaders and trailers (the silence or "dead space" before and after the actual start and end 

of the program music) may not exceed two (2) seconds. We prefer that there be NO 

leaders or trailers at all. Excessive leaders and trailers may disrupt the playing of the 

music during competition. 

 

http://www.entryeeze.com/
file:///C:/Users/Nicholas/Downloads/www.entryeeze.com


 7 

IV. COMPETITION DETAILS 

 

FACILITIES 

 

The competition will be held at: 

 

The Gardens Ice House 

13800 Old Gunpowder Road, Laurel MD 20707 

www.thegardensicehouse.com 

 

LOCKER ROOMS AND CHANGING AREAS 

 

Locker rooms and changing areas will not be available this competition. All athletes are expected 

to arrive at the arena ready (costumes, hair, make-up etc.). Athletes will be provided with a 

“ready room” area to put skates on, but changing will not be permitted in these spaces.  

 

U.S. FIGURE SKATING TRAVEL POLICY 

 

All travel must strictly adhere to Two-Deep Leadership requirements. An Adult Participant 

cannot transport a Minor Athlete one-on-one and Two-Deep Leadership requirements must be 

adhered to at all times during In-Program travel, by transporting at least two minors who are at 

least 8 years of age or a second Adult Participant. An Adult Participant cannot share a hotel room 

or other sleeping arrangement with a Minor Athlete(s). Full details of the SkateSafe® Travel 

Policy and any exceptions can be found starting on page 12 of the SkateSafe® Handbook. 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

Competitors may be scheduled on any day or time during the announced dates of the 

competition. The competition and practice ice schedule will be available after the close of 

entries. The competition schedule will be posted on our page at http://www.entryeeze.com and at 

www.thegardensicehouse.com as soon as possible after the close of entries.  Schedules will not 

be mailed.  

 

PRACTICE ICE 

 

Practice ice will be provided, if time allows, and will be determined after the close of entries and 

announced on the website.  

 

  

http://www.thegardensicehouse.com/
https://www.usfigureskating.org/sites/default/files/media-files/SkateSafe%20Handbook.pdf
http://www.entryeeze.com/
http://www.thegardensicehouse.com/
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ONSITE CHECK-IN & REGISTRATION DESK 

 

The registration desk will be open throughout the competition.  Skaters MUST check in at least 

one hour prior to the event.  It is not unusual for a warm-up for more than one event to be 

combined.  In addition, events frequently run early, so BE READY with skates on before the 

event is called! 

 

If you are participating in a role requiring compliance, please be sure to download or print your 

compliance card to verify your compliance status on-site, if requested. If you believe your 

compliance card does not accurately reflect your compliance status, please contact 

skatesafe@usfigureskating.org at least 2 business days prior to the competition for assistance.  

 

PHOTO/VIDEO:  

Live and on-demand streaming, and sales and distribution of U.S. Figure Skating sanctioned and 

approved events, programs, and activities that include the playback of music is strictly 

prohibited. This prohibition does not apply to the distribution of footage that does not include 

music. Questions about this can be directed to music@usfigureskating.org.  

 

Only handheld (no tripod) battery operated cameras will be permitted.  FLASH 

PHOTOGRAPHY IS NOT PERMITTED AT ANY TIME.  

Note, per U.S. Figure Skating policy, photographing and/or recording of anyone other than your 

own skater is strictly prohibited.  

 

 

AWARDS 

 

All events will be final rounds. Medals will be awarded to the top 4 finishers. Awards 

Ceremonies will be held throughout the competition. Ceremony times will be posted on the 

competition schedule. 

 

Team Points: 

Team points will be calculated by the Competition Accountant utilizing the accounting software. 

 

Gardens Competitive Series:  

This competition is a part of the 2025-2026 Gardens Competitive series. All competitors will 

receive points for their respective placements which will be complied for their respective 

team/clubs.  Point totals will be announced at the conclusion of each competition in our series 

with a Team Trophy being awarded at the end of the season to the team with the highest 

cumulative point totals for the series. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Any adjustments, modifications, or changes must be communicated by the Team Coach and the 

Competition Chair.  

 

 

https://www.usfigureskating.org/sites/default/files/media-files/Access%20Your%20Digital%20Compliance%20Card.pdf
https://www.usfigureskating.org/sites/default/files/media-files/Access%20Your%20Digital%20Compliance%20Card.pdf
mailto:skatesafe@usfigureskating.org
mailto:music@usfigureskating.org
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Protest:  

Any protest must be made in writing to the competition chair by a Team Coach prior to the 

posting of final scores. Upon receiving notice of protest the Competition Chair will make any 

appropriate considerations and render a final decision in accordance in the spirit of the 

Competition Series.  All decisions will be final.  

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Competition website: www.thegardensicehouse.com 

 

For questions, please contact the following individuals: 

 

Competition Chair: Greg Maddalone gregm@thegardensicehouse.com 301-953-0100 

Chief Referee:   John O’Conner j_patrick_oconnor@yahoo.com  

Additional Contact:   Candy Kriner lntncnb@aol.com (301) 502-1556 

 

 

http://www.thegardensicehouse.com/
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